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Your ISP Committee

Kathy Dolan – Co-Chair
Barbara Taylor – Co-Chair
Cheryl Pelton
George Quin
Bill Uttenweiler
Sharon Tannahill – NCMS Exec. Director
Jim Hickok – Program Advisor
Karin Lee – Exam Generation & Maintenance



2005 - 2006 Committee Objectives 

Review the exam to ensure accuracy
Ensure ISP website is current
Develop an on-line version of the exam
Improve the ISP certificate
Review and finalize certification criteria
Determine other sources of recognition
Work toward obtaining professional 
accreditation



Accomplishments

Reviewed core and elective exam 
questions for accuracy – due to new ISLs 
and implementation of JPAS/e-QIP
- Rewrote and deleted some existing questions
- Developed 39 new questions from recent ISLs, 

JPAS and e-QIP guidance
- Revised master bank of questions now in 

place 



Accomplishments

Improved ISP Resources webpage
- Separate reference sections for core exam and 

each elective
- All references are open source material
- Reviewed and edited the COMSEC/TEMPEST 

resource material for an improved 
presentation

- Added a section on Preparing for the exam



Accomplishments

Developed on-line exam
- Version has 110 questions 
- Six versions of the exam to accommodate all 

possible combinations of 2 of the 4 elective 
subjects

- Exam was beta-tested
- 24 have taken the on-line version with 20 

passing



Accomplishments

Developed a more sophisticated ISP 
certificate
- Distributed the new certificate to all existing 

ISPs



Accomplishments

Finalized the recertification program 
- Credit scheme is slightly different than 

originally conceived
- Candidates must recertify every three years
- Six (6) recertification credits are required 
- All requests for credits will be adjudicated by 

NCMS



Accomplishments

Developed Recertification Credit Guide
- Activities may qualify for credit under more 

than one professional certification
- At least 50% of the credits must come from 

Educational Programs and Courses, 
Instruction, Speeches and Other 
Presentations, or Publications

- The same activity may not be counted under 
more than one category

- Documentation to support claimed credits is 
required



Accomplishments



Accomplishments

Developed Recertification Application form
- Details support documentation required for 

each category



Accomplishments



Accomplishments

Developed several recognition strategies
- Improved presentation of ISP certificates to 

those passing the exam at the Seminar 
- Added this ISP-only workshop to the Seminar 

schedule



Accomplishments

Not successful in obtaining accreditation 
of the exam
- Original accrediting agency is defunct
- Found other potential organizations, but must 

determine if relevant to ISP
- Will work issue this coming year



Additional Accomplishments

Developed the ISP Exam Preparation 
Program
- 11 lessons conducted via biweekly 

teleconferences
- 10 mentors for 6 teleconference sessions per 

lesson plus expert mentors for Ch. 8 and 10
- 210 candidates registered for the program
- 4 candidates have taken the on-line exam and 

passed



Additional Accomplishments

Created an ISP e-mail alias 
(isp@classmgmt.com) for ease of sending 
important messages to all ISPs
Posted a list of ISPs on-line
- Provides recertification date

Starting to see “ISP Desired” in candidate 
qualifications for job openings!



2006 – 2007 Committee Objectives

Work to obtain accreditation for the exam
Review COMSEC elective questions 
against the new requirements published in 
the new COMSEC manual and revise as 
necessary
Review core and CI elective questions 
against the changes to the NISPOM and 
revise as necessary



2006 – 2007 Committee Objectives

Conduct Exam Preparation Program 
starting in July 2006
Review Exam Preparation Workbook 
against the changes in the NISPOM and 
revise as necessary



2006 – 2007 Committee Objectives

Work with DSSA to see whether ISP can be 
considered part of Security Professional 
Education & Development (SPED) Program 
and Special Programs Security 
Certification (SPSC)



Objectives Under Consideration

Develop a “sample test” and post it on-line 
for those considering taking the exam?
Consider how to notify candidates of 
successful recertification:
- Secondary certificate?
- Letter?
- E-mail?



Objectives Under Consideration

Develop ISP subcommittees:
- Exam Prep Program subcommittee?
- Item Development subcommittee?

Send letter to Security Directors to 
recommend the ISP as a consideration:
- Hiring new employees for upper level 

positions?
- Employee goals?



Conclusion

Questions?

Suggestions?

New Committee Members?
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